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accomplished one has not the real Paul — the book is not a true 
biography, because the chief aim has been to ascertain by critical 
process the detailed incidents and movements of the apostle. These 
have their value and interest, but they are subordinate to the great per- 
sonality, the religious fervor and wisdom, and the unsurpassed achieve- 
ment of Paul. 

In the course of his study Professor Gilbert has passed judgment 
and reached an individual opinion on very many of the controverted 
questions of the apostolic age. Generally he is in sympathy with 
progressive conceptions of the history and literature, but at some 
points he stands firmly by traditional views, e. g., in holding to the 
North-Galatian hypothesis (pp. 260 ff.), the complete Pauline author- 
ship of the pastoral epistles (pp. 224, 234), the Lucan authorship of 
Acts (p. 1 38), and the placing of the apostle's death later than and 
out of connection with the Neronian persecution in 64 A. D. (pp. 
222 ff.). The chronological scheme which he works out for the 
apostolic age goes a way of its own (pp. 242 ff.). On some points 
peculiar views are taken, as, e. g., on Paul's relation to the church at 
Antioch (pp. 70-72), the two names of the apostle (p. 76), and the 
calling of the Jerusalem conference a compromise (pp. 96, 10 1). The 
book is a useful one as a popular guide to the study of the events of 
Paul's career, but that can hardly be called a life of Paul which makes 
no attempt to set forth his religious experience and his teaching as 
presented in his own writings. It deals with the bones but not with 
the flesh, with the details but not with the essentials, with the second- 
ary instead of the primary elements in the apostle Paul. 

C. W. Votaw. 
The University of Chicago. 

Die paulinische Rechtfertigungslehre im Zusammenhange 
ihrer geschichtlichen voraussetzungen. von hermann 
Cremer, Doctor der Theologie und der Rechte, Ord. Profes- 
sor der Theologie in Greifswald. Gutersloh : Druck und 
Verlag von C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Zweite Auflage, 1900. 
Pp. x + 448. M. 6.75 ; bound, M. 7.50. 

The interest attaching to any work of Hermann Cremer's is 
increased in the present instance by two facts : it is one of his maturest 
productions, and it bears his attestation to its value in his formal pres- 
entation of it to a dear and distinguished friend, Otto Zockler, in 
celebration of his twenty-fifth year of connection with the theological 
faculty at Greifswald. 
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The problem of the book is, for substance, this : How comes Paul 
to designate the plan of salvation in the gospel " a righteousness of 
God"? How comes he to regard "justification of the sinner by 
imputation of faith for righteousness " as central in the Christian sys- 
tem ? Is this doctrine to be deemed a Pauline innovation ? If so, is 
it an elevation or depression of the teachings of Christ ? 

The solution is presented in an investigation of the idea of redemp- 
tion as dependent upon God's gracious justifying act, from its earliest 
appearance in the Old Testament to its exploitation by Paul. 

This investigation consists of six sections. In its first two the idea 
is traced in the Old Testament, and in the synagogal, principally 
apocryphal and pseudepigraphic, literature. Here the genesis of 
Pharisaism, and the existence of that secluded and unostentatiously 
influential body of biblical students so happily named by our author 
" Die Stillen im Lande," are treated of, the latter with unusual and 
interesting detail. In the third section the idea is considered as it 
shapes John the Baptist's message of a coming kingdom and a Mes- 
sianic judgment. In the fourth section, the most helpful in the book, 
the idea is investigated as it presents itself either " plainly and without 
proverb " or under veil of similitude in the instructions of Jesus. To 
one of our author's turn of mind this period of the Word's kenotic 
self-suppression and self-abnegation is predominantly marked by 
" Ratsel." These are always handled with reverent restraint and 
instructive insight; as, for instance, in the discussion of the gracious- 
ness which led the Messiah to procrastinate the dominant phase of his 
already established kingdom, because its presence would have precipi- 
tated judgment — judgment bringing, of course, deliverance to "the 
little flock," but doom to the vast, hostile majority — a procrastination, 
too, which necessitated his death, for such was the inevitable fate of 
one who showed so much and yet so little of his Messiahship. In the 
fifth section the idea is followed through the ante-Pauline teachings of 
Peter and James. In the sixth section it comes to its conclusion in the 
"Pauline gospel." "When the schism between synagogue and church 
had reached a point which made it evident that the gospel would never 
be accepted by Judaism as such, Paul appeared on the scene with the 
astounding declaration that for the believer judgment was passed — 
passed as for Abraham when ' he believed God and his faith was 
counted to him for righteousness' — passed so completely that for the 
judged one there remained only the glad expectancy of the parousia." 
That God adjudges his faith to the faithful as righteousness is, 
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according to Paul, the truth which permeates all scripture, and comes 
to culminating manifestation in the gospel. " And the righteousness 
thus adjudged is the forgiveness of sins." 

A pleasing instance of our author's fidelity in interpretation with- 
out subservience to theological exigency is seen in his remarks on the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. "An absolutely generous, universal 
law-fulfilling leads to eternal life. ' Show compassion on the needy.' 
Is that faith ? Well, it either is or tends to be. In the Old Testa- 
ment ' righteousness ' and ' compassion ' are synonymous. And noth- 
ing so helps to the comprehension and acceptance of the righteousness 
of the gospel as the cultivation of love. Love produces faith where 
faith is not ; and where faith is love is its sign." 

The reading of this book will deepen the conviction that God 
reveals himself " by divers portions and in divers manners," so that 
" through the ages one increasing purpose runs ; " and that the divine 
records of that revelation, joined together by certain fundamental 
ideas, varying in expression, but invariable in essence, are " scriptures 
which cannot be broken." 

A serious defect of the book is its lack of an index, of which there is 
not even the usual slight pretense. 

Robert Kerr Eccles. 

Bowling Green, O. 

Das Reich Gottes. Materialien zu einer systematischen Dar- 
stellung des socialen Gehalts des Evangeliums. I. Teil : Das 
Princip des Reiches Gottes. Von Bruno Ankermann. 
Gutersloh: C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp. 159. M. 2.40; 
bd., M. 3. 

The author of this brief and readable volume sees in the doctrine 
of the kingdom of God the central and constructive thought for all 
theology. It is not with the doctrine of the kingdom, however, nor 
with its constructive fitness, that he is here concerned, but rather with 
the metaphysical grounding of the fact, the tracing of the kingdom 
which is being historically realized in the world to its pretemporal 
basis in the being of God. Why should there be any kingdom at all ? 
What is its justifying motive and source, its "principle"? A world, 
affording the raw material of the kingdom, exists about us in space and 
time : whence this world ? Was it an eternal past fact ? Is it an 
unconscious exudation of divinity ? Or, if voluntarily created, are 
both world and kingdom confession of some preexisting lack in the 



